
Know the risks: meDeTomidine
medetomidine is a veterinary sedative similar in 
structure to xyLazine. it has RECENTLY been found in 
the ILLICIT FENTANYL SUPPLY in several us states, 
including in several kentucky Counties.

What Else do I need to know about Medetomidine?
HARSH WITHDRAWAL SYMPTOMS: Medetomidine causes strong withdrawal symptoms 
with a rapid onset (3-4 hours after use) and often requires hospitalization. Symptoms 
include increased heart rate, tremors, headaches, shortness of breath, and anxiety.

OVERDOSE SYMPTOMS: Medetomidine overdose can cause a slow heartbeat, lowered 
blood pressure, and slowed or stopped breathing. Someone who is overdosing on 
medetomidine may feel dizzy, extremely tired or confused, and/or be unable to breathe or 
move.

HARD TO DETECT: You can’t see or smell medetomidine. The only way to know if it’s in 
your drugs is to check them with a medetomidine test strip.

STAY IN THE KNOW ABOUT YOUR COUNTY’S DRUG SUPPLY. 
FOR URGENT DRUG SUPPLY ALERTS, HARM REDUCTION INFO, 
AND MORE, EMAIL UKHARMREDUCTIONHUB@UKY.edu
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TIPS FOR STAYING SAFER WHILE Using medetomidine:

Carry extra naloxone, and practice rescue breathing between doses.

Use with others, and don’t leave anyone on their own after an overdose.

Watch for skin wounds: Medetomidine is often found alongside xylazine.

Seek medical care if needed, especially if experiencing withdrawal 
symptoms.

SCAN HERE TO SIGN UP TO RECEIVE 
NEWSLETTERS & ALERTS FROM THE 
HARM REDUCTION HUB:

https://uky.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6G7iV2e6TeuIX4y?Q_CHL=qr
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